
 Orchestra Quarter 1 Rubric

1-Novice 2- Approaching 3-Proficient 4-Advanced
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Is working towards being able to form 

melodic or rhythmic ideas that reflect 

the music studied in class. 

Is working towards being able to 

identify notes, symbols, and 

vocabulary covered during this 

quarter through in class performance.

Is working towards being able to 

identify how interests, knowledge, 

and skills relate to personal choices 

when responding to music.  

Identifies how interests, knowledge, 

OR skills relate to personal choices 

when responding to music.

Identifies and demonstrates 

knowledge of notes, symbols, and 

vocabulary covered during this 

quarter through in-class and/or public 

performance PR4.2, Pr6.1a).

Demonstrates music reading skills, 

expressive qualities, and application of 

music vocabulary throughin-class and/or 

public performance. 

Demonstrates how interests, 

knowledge, and skills relate to 

personal choices when responding to 

music(Cn10).

Demonstrates how interests, knowledge, 

and skills relate to personal choice and 

intent when responding to music and 

makes connections between music and 

other art disciplines in daily life contexts. 

Forms melodic or rhythmic ideas that 

reflect the music studied in class.

Composes melodic and rhythmic ideas 

that reflect music studied in class 

(Cr1.1).    

Composes and improvises melodic and 

rhythmic ideas that reflect the 

characteristics of music studied in class.                                                                                                                   

Identifies notes, symbols, and 

vocabulary covered during this 

quarter through in-class and/or public 

performance.



Orchestra Quarter 2 Rubric

1-Novice 2- Approaching 3-Proficient 4-Advanced
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Has been exposed to melodic and 

rhythmic ideas and is working towards 

being able to form these ideas and/or 

being able  to preserve their work 

through standard notation. 

Forms melodic and/or rhythmic ideas 

that demonstrate understanding of 

music studied in class OR preserves 

their work through standard notation. 

Selects and develops draft melodic and 

rhythmic ideas that demonstrate 

understanding of music studied in class 

and preserves their work through 

standard notation (Cr2.1a-b).

Selects and develops melodic and 

rhythmic ideas that demonstrate 

understanding of characteristics of music 

studied in class and preserves draft 

compositions through standard notation 

and audio recordings.
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Is working towards being able to 

identify reasons for teacher-selected 

music based on connection to interest 

or purpose of the musical piece. 

Identifies reasons for teacher-selected 

music based on connection to interest 

or purpose of the musical piece. 

Identifies reasons for teacher-selected 

music based on characteristics found in 

the music, connection to interest, and 

purpose or context (Re7.1).

Explains reasons for selecting music citing  

characteristics found in the music, 

connection to interest, and purpose or 

context.
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Is working towards being able to 

identify knowledge of notes, symbols, 

and vocabulary covered during this 

quarter through in-class performance 

and being able to use peer feedback to 

improve performances of different 

pieces.

Identifies knowledge of notes, symbols, 

and vocabulary covered during this 

quarter through in-class and/or public 

performance OR Uses self reflection 

and peer feedback to improve 

performances of different pieces.

Identifies and demonstrates 

knowledge of notes, symbols, and 

vocabulary covered during this quarter 

through in-class and/or public 

performance. Uses self-reflection and 

peer feedback to refine technical 

accuracy and expressive quality in 

performances of different pieces of 

music (Pr4.2, Pr5.3, Pr6.1a).

Demonstrates music reading skills, 

expressive qualities, and application of 

music vocabulary covered during this 

quarter through in-class and/or public 

performance. Uses self-reflection and 

peer feedback to refine technical 

accuracy and expressive qualities in 

performances of different pieces of 

music. 
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g Is working towards being able to list 

simple examples of how music and the 

other arts relate to each other. 

Lists simple examples of how  music 

and the other arts relate to each other. 

Demonstrates understanding of 

relationships between music and the 

other arts (Cn11).

Demonstrates understanding of 

relationships between music and the 

other disciplines of art in context to daily 

life. 



Orchestra Quarter 3 Rubric

1-Novice 2-Approaching 3-Proficient 4-Advanced
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Is working towards being able to 

identify notes, symbols, and 

vocabulary.  Has been given 

opportunities to perform in class 

or for the public, and is working 

towards being able to use self 

reflection or peer feedback to 

improve performances of 

different pieces of music.

Identifies notes, symbols, and 

vocabulary covered and/or  

demonstrates some awareness of 

context of music through in-class 

and/or public performance. Uses 

some self reflection or peer 

feedback to improve performances.

Identifies and demonstrates 

knowledge of notes, symbols, music 

vocabulary, and demonstrates an 

awareness of context of music 

through in-class and/or public 

performance.  Uses self-reflection and 

peer feedback to refine  performances 

of different pieces of music (Pr4.1, 

Pr4.2, Pr4.3).

Demonstrates music reading skills, 

application of music vocabulary, and an 

understanding of context of music 

covered through in-class and/or public 

performance. Uses self-reflection and 

peer feedback to refine performances of 

different pieces of music. 
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Has been exposed to and is 

working towards being able to 

use  teacher provided criteria to 

evaluate and perform personal 

composition.

Uses teacher provided criteria to 

evaluate and perform personal 

composition.

Evaluates, refines, and performs 

personal compositions based on 

knowledge, skill, and teacher-provided 

criteria (Cr3.1, Cr3.2).

Evaluates, refines, and performs personal 

compositions that demonstrate the 

understanding of characteristics of music, 

technical skill, and exceeds teacher-

provided criteria.
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Has been exposed to examples 

that demonstrate the 

relationship between music and 

the other arts.

Shows an understanding of the 

relationship between music and the 

other arts.

Demonstrates an understanding of 

relationships between music and 

other disciplines (Cn11).

Demonstrates understanding of 

relationships between music and the 

other disciplines of art in varied context of 

daily life. 
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Has been introduced to and is 

working towards recognizing the 

elements of music,  responses to 

music, and musical expressive 

intent. 

Recognizes the elements of music, a 

response to music, and/or musical 

expressive intent. 

Describes how understanding the 

elements of music inform the 

response to music. Identifies 

interpretations of the expressive 

intent referring to the elements of 

music (Re7.2,Re, 8.1).

Describes how knowledge of the 

elements of music, contexts, and setting 

of the text inform the response to music. 

Identifies interpretations of expressive 

intent referring to the elements of music, 

contexts, and setting of the text.



Orchestra Quarter 4 Rubric

1-Novice 2- Approaching 3-Proficient 4-Advanced
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Has been exposed to and is 

working towards being able to 

select music to study, recognize 

expressive qualities and use peer 

feedback to improve in-class 

and/or public performances of 

different pieces.

Selects music to study based on 

interest or teacher criteria. 

Recognizes expressive qualities 

and/or uses self reflection and/or 

peer feedback to improve in-class 

and/or public performances of 

different pieces.

Selects music to study based on 

interest and teacher criteria. Identifies 

expressive qualities in the music that 

can be demonstrated through in-class 

and/or public performance. Uses self-

reflection and peer feedback to refine 

individual and ensemble performances 

of different pieces of music (Pr4.1, 

Pr4.2, Pr4.3).

Selects music to study based on interest, 

skills, understanding of structure, context, 

and teacher criteria. Demonstrates 

expressive qualities through in-class and/or 

public performance. Uses self-reflection 

and peer feedback to refine individual and 

ensemble  performances of different pieces 

of music. 
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Is working towards being able to 

form melodic or rhythmic ideas 

that reflect the music studied in 

class. 

Forms melodic or rhythmic ideas 

that reflect the music studied in 

class.

Improvises basic melodic and rhythmic 

ideas that reflect music studied in class 

(Cr1.1).

Improvises advanced melodic and rhythmic 

ideas that reflect the characteristics of 

music studied in class.
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Has been exposed to and is 

working towards being able to 

identify how interests and 

experiences influence the 

evaluation of music. 

Identifies how interests and/or 

experiences influence the 

evaluation of music.

Identifies and describes how interest 

and experience influence the 

evaluation of music (Re9.1)

Identifies and describes how interest, 

experience, and context of music influence 

the evaluation of music.


